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Association News
Currently, we have 344 paid up members with 11 new members joining
since our last Newsletter. We welcome you and hope you enjoy our
programme of events.

The RNTA Database
Full details of our membership are kept on personal computers for the
purpose of membership subscriptions, circulation of Newsletters and the
management of coach trips and other activities of the Rugby National Trust
Association. This information is only kept by the people who need to use the
information. Such details will not be disclosed to any third party.
To comply with GPRD, we have enclosed a form with this mailing for you all
to complete to bring us in line with its demands. Please complete it as soon
as you can and return it to our Secretary, Anne Turner.

Trips and Visits
We would like to remind all members that our outings can be quite tiring.
We often visit places with old and uneven floors, stairs that can be difficult
with no lift options and gardens and tours that may involve quite a lot of
walking. Always check with the organiser if you have mobility problems.
Members who need assistance should bring a companion.
Please reach the coach in good time for prompt departures. It is usually in
position at least 15 minutes before leaving time and a coach of 50 people
takes time to load and unload.
Departure Point
The Committee has made arrangements with St Mark’s Church, Bilton for
the use of their car park so, unless stated, we depart from there. We try to
use as little space as possible, so please park on the side away from the
church and as close together as possible.
Association Committee
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Autumn Letter from the Committee
As for the time being the Rugby National Trust Association is without a Chairperson, the usual introductory Chairman’s Letter has to be this composite affair
drawn up by your Committee members. We are working to try and fill the Chair
vacancy by the start of 2019, hopefully.
We hope that the summer outings went well for everyone, and regret that
organisational difficulties originating from Elton Hall and Hereford Cathedral
forced those two visits to be cancelled causing inevitable disappointment to
some of you. We thank Pauline Springett and Pam Southern for their everefficient hard work in organising the outings programme.
We are also pleased to see the strong attendance by so many of you at our
afternoon and evening talks, and hope you enjoy them. This newsletter contains
full details of the talks for the forthcoming 2018-19 season, which we hope will
interest, inform and entertain you again. We are always grateful for any comments and suggestions you have about our talks. Currently the committee has
the impression that the Thursday afternoon events are slightly better attended
than the Wednesday evening ones and we should like to hear from you whether
a move to an all Thursday afternoon programme would be preferred.
Please note that in this Newsletter there is a letter from David Knapp, Treasurer,
concerning our ongoing fund-raising efforts for the National Trust; it contains
news of a small increase in the attendance fee for our talks which we hope you
will understand and support. The increasing costs now affecting us all obviously
have an impact on our aims to support the NT and local properties.
We should once again like to commend all of you to use our website. It is very
easy to access and use, being especially useful when informing you when lastminute changes have to be made to our programme, as happened in March with
the weather forcing the cancellation of the Cotswolds talk. The web address is
www.rugbynationaltrust.org. We wish to thank Michael Turner, our Webpage
Editor, for his recent, excellent work in revamping and updating the website.
Also with this issue is a form concerning the General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) which came into effect in May. Please fill this in and return it as
requested, as this will serve to make secure all your membership details which
the Association holds.
We should finally like to repeat that all the help and suggestions that members
can bring is very welcome and strongly encouraged. And if anyone is interested
in helping with publicity for our activities (we have a vacancy for a Publicity
Officer on the Committee), or indeed in helping with any of the committee functions, do approach any Committee member (their details and functions are listed
in this Newsletter).
Compiled by George Brunavs (Talks and Meetings Secretary/
Vice-Chairman) in consultation with other Committee members
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Association News
Dear Members
In addition to offering a variety of social activities to make your membership of
the National Trust more enjoyable, one of our other important objectives is to
promote and enhance the work of the National Trust by providing additional
financial support to projects at local properties. Over the past 6 years we have
been able to donate, on your behalf, a grand total of some £17,000.
If we are to continue to be successful in fulfilling both of these objectives, we
need continually to look for new and additional ways of raising funds. It has
therefore been decided that, as from the first meeting of the Autumn/Winter
Programme 2018/19, the following changes will be implemented:

An increase in the attendance fee to £2 (£3 for visitors), but this will also
include refreshments. In effect this will be an increase of just 25p for the
majority of members/visitors.



As well as Christmas and the AGM, raffle tickets will also be on sale (on a
voluntary basis) at each of the afternoon meetings.



The sales table will offer a broader range of items including a wider
selection of books, additional stationery items, CD’s and DVD’s, scarves
and small gift items. However, for this to be successful we will need your
donations so please bring along to the next meeting any unwanted
books, CD’s/DVD’s, scarves, etc, not forgetting those highly sought after
jigsaws!

By introducing these changes we should be able to raise sufficient additional
funds, without having to increase the membership fee of £10/£15pa. This will
enable us to maintain the high quality of our talks programme, as well as being
able to continue to support our local National Trust properties.
We are always looking out for new and innovative ways of raising funds so, if you
have any ideas or suggestions, or are able to help in any way, please do not
hesitate to contact either me or any Committee member. We would very much
welcome any input that you are able to make.
David Knapp
Treasurer
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THE RUGBY NATIONAL TRUST ASSOCIATION
Minutes of the 31st Annual General Meeting held in Dunchurch Village Hall on
18st January 2018 at 2.30pm
1. Roy Deacon took the chair and opened the meeting by welcoming 80 Association Members. Roy requested members to collect the spring 2018 newsletters
from the table in the entrance lobby before the AGM as they contained the
agenda and
summary of the accounts
2. Apologies had been received from Dave and Sue Knapp and Sid Downton
3.

Minutes of the 30th Annual General Meeting were printed in the Autumn
Newsletter and were not read out at this AGM.
Pam Southern proposed that the minutes be approved, seconded by
Isobel Palmer. A show of hands confirmed that the proposal was carried
unanimously and Roy Deacon signed them as a true record.

4.
5

There were no Matters Arising
Treasurers Report
The Chair, on behalf of the Treasurer gave the following report:
A summary of the Association’s accounts for 2016/17 is included in the Spring
Newsletter. A more detailed income and expenditure account for the year is
available on request.
The surplus for the year totalled £2,781; a fall of just under £1,080 on the
previous year. Once again, approximately half of this surplus (c£1,550) came
from the annual programme of trips and visits. The remainder (c£1,230) came
from the sales table, raffles, refreshments, printer cartridge recycling, talks
given to other organisations, and the collections taken at meetings.
Whilst our total income for the year (excluding trips and visits) remained almost the same at (c£4,600), there were significant increases in expenditure on
speaker’s fees (c£325), hall hire (c£45) and printing/postage costs (c£60). The
surplus accruing from the annual programme of trips and visits was down by
(c£450) due to an increase in costs and the cancellation of two planned visits
(Bowood House and Watts Gallery)
Annual subscriptions totalled £3,030 and the annual subscription rates of £10
for an individual and £15 for couples continued to cover the running costs of
the Association in terms of the printing and distribution of two newsletters per
year, speaker’s fees, admin expenses and the hire of this hall.
5

As at the 30th September 2017, the total reserves of the Association stood at
£9,024, an increase of c£2,780 on the previous year but, unlike the previous
year, no donations were made last year to local National Trust properties. This
means that we will be able to look favourably on any future requests for
funding.
Whilst subscription rates will remain the same for 2018/19, the committee
will need to consider other forms of fund raising and any ideas or suggestions
that members might have are most welcome.
If there are any questions or points that require clarification, I will respond to
them on my return in March
Jean Kortegas proposed that the Treasurer’s report be approved,
seconded by Rona Townsend and carried unanimously
5

Chairman’s Report
It only seems like yesterday that I stood here and gave you the report last
year – how time flies.
Another year has passed and here I am giving you my final report in my
position as chairman.
RNTA was formed in 1987 and we will be now entering our 31st year. In
February 2017 we had a celebration cake to mark the occasion of our
30th Anniversary.
I am pleased to report that membership numbers have remained steady.
I hope you have enjoyed the meetings held here in DVH during 2017 and the
visits that were organised throughout the summer. It was with regret that two
of the visits were unable to go ahead as there was insufficient interest to make
them viable,
I reiterate my request to you all to advertise our attractive programme of
events wherever possible. This is where I ask you as members of RNTA to be
our best
recruiting officers to persuade your friends or anyone you know
to join us if they are interested in lectures, outings, walks etc.
RNTA looks forward to your support at our meetings and to join in the visits
that are being organised for 2018 to enable us to continue supporting National
Trust
properties. These activities have been organised by members of
your committee with help from many volunteers. I would like to thank them
all for their efforts, without them RNTA would not function.
I am standing down at this AGM so please give my successor your continued
support and I close by saying I have thoroughly enjoyed my sojourn on the
committee and I wish the committee every success for the future.
Brian Williamson proposed that the Chairman’s Report be approved,
seconded by Pauline Springett and carried unanimously.
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Election of Officers and Committee
The following members of the committee offered themselves for election or
re-election and the following were proposed:
Chairman:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Membership Secretary:
Dep. Mem. Secretary
Bookings Secretary:
Visit Co-ordinator:
Web Editor:
Publicity Officer
Newsletter Editor
Sales Table:
Meetings Sec/Vice Chair:

Vacant
Anne Turner
David Knapp
Patricia Downton
Jean Kortegas
Pamela Southern
Pauline Springett
Michael Turner
Vacant
Isobel Palmer
Kate/Malcolm Tennant
George Brunavs

Jan Elliott proposed that the above members be elected to serve on the
committee for the year 2018, seconded by Muriel Patterson and
carried unanimously.
The Committee was confirmed and declared by the Chairman
7.

Appointment of Independent Examiner
The Chair on behalf of the Treasurer David Knapp advised that Ian Stimson,
who was appointed as Independent Examiner for 2017, has agreed to
examine the accounts again for 2018.
George Brunavs proposed that his appointment be approved,
seconded by Ken Kortegas and carried unanimously.

8.

Subscriptions
Roy Deacon reiterated to the members present that subscriptions would
remain unchanged for a further year.
Isobel Palmer proposed that subscriptions remained as agreed and
seconded by Jenny Major and carried unanimously.
7
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Any Other Business
Anne Turner, on behalf of the membership, thanked the following committee
members who had chosen to stand down from committee at this AGM,
Mike Sherring-Lucas, Tony Birch and Roy Deacon. A presentation of book
tokens followed to Tony and Roy: Mike’s will be posted

Mike
< Roy
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Tony >

Date of the Next Annual General Meeting
The 32nd Annual General Meeting would be held on
Thursday 17th January 2019 at 2:30 pm at Dunchurch Village Hall.

Printer Cartridges and Mobile Phones
The National Trust has a scheme for collecting used printer cartridges
and mobile phones (preferably with charger) that contributes towards
fundraising. A collection box will be available at meetings.
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Christmas at Ragley Hall, Alcester, Warks
Tuesday, 4th December 2018
By coach departing from St Mark’s car park at 10 am
Organised by Pauline Springett (01788 814634, 07733148004)
Supported by Alec Springett
Ragley Hall is the seat of the Seymour family, the Marquesses of Hertford. The
Seymours count among their forebears Jane Seymour, third wife of Henry VIII.
Ragley Hall was designed in 1680 by the architect Robert Hooke to replace the ‘Old
Hall’. Ragley was given to Evesham Abbey by the King of Mercia in AD 711.
Seven hundred years later the Abbey sold Ragley to the Rous family who built on
embattled castle thought to be on the site of what is the Rose Garden today. In the
reign of Queen Elizabeth I, Sir John Conway came from Conway Castle in Wales to
marry the heiress to Arrow, just outside Ragley Park. He then bought Ragley Castle
and its lands: the last time Ragley changed hands by purchase. It was Sir John’s
grandson, the first Earl of Conway, who engaged Robert Hooke to design the
Palladian House which can be seen today. Hooke, a contemporary of Christopher
Wren, was a notable architect and scientist and, of the several great houses he
built, only Ragley remains. The building was not completed until the middle of the
18th century. In 1750 James Gibbs was called in to decorate the ornate Great Hall in
ebullient Baroque style and, finally in 1780, James Wyatt added the striking portico
entrance and other touches to several interior rooms. So here you have, in one
house, examples of some of the finest work of architects acclaimed as among the
best in their respective eras.
We leave at 10 am arriving in time for morning coffee/tea and biscuits.
We then split up into 2 groups and start our guided tour which will last approximately one hour. Lunch will then follow:
The Menu
Roast turkey and trimmings
Or
Roasted butternut squash risotto (V)
Sherry trifle or Christmas pudding with custard
Tea/coffee
Glass of wine included with meal, water also on tables
The bar will be available to purchase any extra drinks
After lunch (weather permitting) members will be free to visit the gardens and
stables at their leisure.
We will leave at approximately 3.30 pm arriving back in Rugby for 4.30. pm.
9

Royal Mint Experience at Llantrisant
There is a possibility of organising a visit to the Royal Mint at Llantrisant. This visit
takes a little longer than our usual trips but there would be a comfort stop approximately half way. It is estimated the journey would take 2.5 hours plus the comfort
stop. The visit would take 2 hours. The tour commences with a guided tour
explaining the minting of coins and demonstrating how coins are made. It takes
about 45 minutes to an hour during which there is an opportunity to mint your own
coin. Following the guided tour there is a large exhibition of coins and minting
through over 1000 years. There is also a shop where many mementoes can be
purchased.
There is a café where coffee/teas and lunch can be obtained. Entry to the Royal
Mint is £11.00 per person plus the cost of the coach which would probably be
more expensive as it is a longer journey than usual.

It would be helpful if members would indicate if they would support the
visit if it were organised. Please contact Pauline Springett with your views.
High security at the Royal Mint

Planters filled with herbs including mint!
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LECTURE PROGRAMME 2018-19
Our Victorian Architectural Heritage
Thursday 4 October 2018
Dunchurch Village Hall 2.30pm
Speaker: Keith Cattell
A look at the development of an architectural landscape that produced a
“fancy dress parade” of styles that we are unlikely to ever see again, and
gave us a remarkable legacy of building skills now sadly depleted. This was a
virile, enterprising and reforming period in our history, reflected in its people, buildings and art.
Across the Roof of the World: Travelling the Silk Road
Wednesday 17 October 2018
Dunchurch Village Hall 7.30pm
Speaker: Roger Butler
A 3000 mile journey (by public transport!) in photographs, following the ancient Silk Road through Western China and Tibet, including travels along the
Karakorum Highway – and amazing array of peoples and cultures.
Wildlife Gardening and Garden Wildlife
Thursday 1 November 2018
Dunchurch Village Hall 2.30pm
Speaker: Chris Ward
The talk covers hints, tips, ideas and advice for a good wildlife garden,
including sections on water features (including ponds), hedging and shrubs,
insect homes, flower borders, “flowery lawns”, and more. Within these
themes, specific plant species and varieties are named, although it is not an
overly horticultural presentation. It is illustrated throughout with slides of
plants, birds, mammals and a variety of insects, photographed in a number
of different “Wildlife Gardens”.
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The Story of Lady Dorothie Feilding during the First World War
Wednesday 21 November 2018
Dunchurch Village Hall 7.30pm
Speaker: Julie Ann Cooper
This is a dramatic presentation performance with Julie Ann Cooper
portraying Lady Dorothie Feilding retelling her own story and thoughts,
beginning at the start of the War in 1914 to its end in 1918.
Lady Dorothie was the 24 year old daughter of the Earl of Denbigh at
Newnham Paddox near Rugby.
Julie Ann’s performance is based around her reflections and the
numerous letters that she sent to her mother (and also her father) which
reveal to the audience her personal experience and give a physical,
emotional and psychological insight into the War that history books do
not share with us.
It is a story of remarkable courage and devotion to duty, working for the
independent Hector Munro Ambulance Corps, exposing herself to many
dangers and risks on the front line, that the average woman during the
War did not face.
She was the first woman to be awarded the Military Medal by King
George V and acknowledged by Belgium and France with the Order of
Leopold and the French Croix de Guerre for her remarkable devotion to
duty that she gave to their wounded servicemen on the front line.
Kedleston Hall
Thursday 6 December 2018
Dunchurch Village Hall 2.30pm
Speaker: Allan Tyler
Allan Tyler is a member of the National Trust Talks Service and of the
Leicester National Trust Association; his talk on Kedleston Hall will give an
overview of the house, gardens and parkland in this major National Trust
property, as well as its history and that of the Curzon family who lived
there, and created a show palace with lavish decor, furniture and sculpture. Originally planned as a relatively straightforward Palladian design by
Matthew Brettingham (and partly built like that), it was brilliantly redesigned externally and internally by Robert Adam as an outstanding and
imaginative, perfectly finished “Temple of the Arts”.
12

RNTA Annual General Meeting
Thursday 17 January 2019
Dunchurch Village Hall 2.30pm
Followed by:
Laughter: The Best Medicine
Speaker: David Howe
David Howe will give a lively talk on who and what may make us laugh,
with all the mental and physical benefits this brings, illustrated with many
examples of events and personalities from Rugby and the Midlands
generally.
Information about the Summer 2019 Visits
Thursday 7 February 2019
Dunchurch Village Hall 2.30pm
This will include (as usual) a retrospective look at the Summer 2018 visits
based on your photos!.
The King under the Car Park
Wednesday 20 February 2019
Dunchurch Village Hall 7.30pm
Speaker: Iain Gordon, Richard III Centre, Leicester
The story begins at the Battle of Bosworth and its immediate aftermath,
touching on what Leicester was like in
medieval times and King Richard III’s
first burial.
The focus of the talk is the “Looking
for Richard” project, how Philippa
Langley became involved, the
Greyfriars dig of August 2012 and
what the archaeologists found under
the car park. Bone analysis, DNA and
genealogy, injury analysis and carbon
dating also feature in this fascinating
talk, concluded with an insight to the
re-burial of Richard, in March 2015.
The tomb of Richard III in Leicester Cathedral
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Discovering Spirit of Place in the Garden at Packwood
Thursday 7 March 2019
Dunchurch Village Hall 2.30pm
Speaker: Mick Evans, Head Gardener at Packwood House (NT)
Mick Evans’ talk covers the discovery and understanding of spirit of place in
the garden at Packwood since he became head gardener there in 1999.
Unearthing the garden’s history through archive photography, documents
and asking important questions to our
visitors, staff and the National Trust’s
retired Head of Gardens. Mick’s own
personal career influences at Sissinghurst and Powis Castle are considered
before starting at Packwood. These all
help to inform some of his planting
and gardening decisions over the
general passage of time to discover
what really works.
A Camera in the Cotswolds
Wednesday 20 March 2019
Dunchurch Village Hall 7.30pm
Speaker: Keith Holmes
(Talk postponed from March 2018 due to adverse weather)
The market towns of the Cotswolds with their merchants’ houses, cottages
and fine churches are a legacy of the wealth from the trade in wool centuries
ago. The landscape is a blend of rolling uplands and meandering rivers.
Besides the ever popular Burford and Chipping Campden some “hidden
gems” are revealed, for example Broadway and Stanway, and a section on
the Cotswold house in general.
Also featured is Hidcote, an arts and crafts garden laid out in the early part
of the 20th Century by the American, Lawrence Johnston. It is described as a
garden of rooms each with a feel and theme that is quite different from the
next. The garden reveals a quiet corner, a lush glade or wonderful vista at
every turn. In the care of the National Trust since 1948 and now restored to
how it was in its heyday, Hidcote is a magical place to visit.
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Sir John Turner Dryden’s Waistcoats at Canons Ashby
RNTA made this display possible with its donation
We are absolutely delighted to have three of Sir John Turner Dryden’s waistcoats
now on display in the Tapestry Room.
Sir John Turner Dryden (1752-97), was the younger son of a prosperous London
merchant, and as such he inherited a substantial but not enormous amount of
money, his older brother having inherited the bulk of the family fortune. In his youth
Sir John made the Grand Tour of Europe and, despite having limited financial means,
gained a reputation as a spendthrift who ‘shone in convivial circles’. Sir John developed a taste for the finer things in life, especially fine dress, and according to one
contemporary, he ‘became one of the most fashionable young men about town; in
short, he dissipated a large sum of money’.
A waistcoat arriving back
from the conservation
studio on its new mount

At Canons Ashby we have very little to show for his extravagant lifestyle, other than
his collection of very fine 18th Century gentleman’s costume, all made with the finest
of fabrics and most exquisite workmanship. The waistcoats in the collection demonstrate the varying cuts and shapes that became fashionable at this time and are
made from silk, linens and velvets, many of which are highly embellished. They
would have been extremely expensive to purchase, the finest in our collection being
estimated at costing £75,
(cont.)
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equivalent to a professional man’s annual salary in the 18th Century. Sadly the
waistcoats have been in permanent storage for many years as, due to their
vulnerable nature and conservation needs, we have not had the means to be
able to display them safely to visitors.
Textiles form one of the most sensitive parts of our collection. They are particularly
vulnerable to light damage which can fade and bleach fabrics and ,at its worst, can
cause fabrics such as silks to break down irreversibly. Fluctuations in relative
humidity can cause warping and embrittlement of textiles and, of course, textiles
can be very easily damaged accidentally when on display. All these factors have
meant that Sir John’s costume collection has been too vulnerable to display safely
to our visitors.
Through a very kind donation from Rugby National Trust Association we have been
able to commission custom-made mounts for three of Sir John’s waistcoats. These
mounts have been carefully tailored to fit each waistcoat, so that their fabric and
embellishments are properly supported for display.
The waistcoats have been installed into the linen press in the Tapestry Room,
which has also been given a makeover to ensure that the waistcoats are displayed
in the best possible environment. Special UV filtering Perspex has been fitted to the
front of the linen press, meaning that all harmful light is filtered out before it is able
to reach the waistcoats and potentially cause
damage. The Perspex also creates a microclimate within the linen press, which shelters
the textiles from harmful changes in relative
humidity. LED lights have been installed within
the linen press to softly light the waistcoats.
These lights are very dim (well below the
threshold of 50 lux, above which fading can
occur to fabrics) and also emit no harmful UV,
therefore, they are completely safe for display,
and highlight the beautiful decorations and
embellishments on the waistcoats.
Helen Roadnight
House Manager
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