
 

 

Attingham Park, Shropshire 

Wednesday, 24th June, 2020 

By coach departing at 9.00 am 

Organised by George Brunavs  

Supported by Val Brunavs 

 

 Attingham and its park delight by their splendour and beauty. The mansion of 1783

-89 has a Neo-classical grandeur of great simplicity externally, and is of exquisite 

refinement within. It was built for Noel Hill, 1st Lord Berwick, by the Scots architect 

George Steuart, designer of the very original Neo-classical circular church of St. 

Chad’s in Shrewsbury. Three storeys high, the house is fronted by a stunning Ionic 

portico reaching the full height, and is linked to side wings by columned quadrants. 

 The interior is a sequence of Neo-classical rooms as fine as any in the whole of   

Britain; highlights include the Adam-style plasterwork in the Drawing Room and  

Library, the outstandingly beautiful boudoir, and John Nash’s Picture Gallery, which 

has a quite exceptional art collection built up by the 2nd and 3rd Lords Berwick. Also 

by Nash is the fine circular staircase leading off this gallery (Nash also built the 

charming Italianate villa of Cronkhill, near to Attingham). 

 The parkland is dotted with mature oaks, elms and beeches, sloping down to the 

river Tern, and with views to the Shropshire hills. It is locally much loved and is a 

magnificent example of Picturesque landscaping by Humphrey Repton, of around 

1800; a naturalistic style which succeeded the carefully designed vistas created by 

Capability Brown in other country estates a few decades earlier.    

 We shall leave St. Mark’s, Bilton at 9 am and proceed directly to Attingham, aiming 

to arrive by 11 am. After a short period of time to allow you to buy refreshments 

and visit the facilities, we shall be given a half-hour introductory talk about      

Attingham and the Berwick family. After that the day will be a completely free-flow 

one, with members able to purchase lunch/snacks as and when you wish. You may 

also opt to join one of the guided tours, at times which will be displayed, and which 

are on a first-come-first-served basis. We will be leaving Attingham at 4.15 pm, to 

return to Bilton by 6 pm. 

Please remember to bring your National Trust membership cards. 


