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Update from the National Trust on our financial review   
 

We can now confirm that we’ve been able to almost halve the number of pro-

posed compulsory job losses at the charity. 
 We proposed making almost 1,200 compulsory redundancies. However, after 
considering more than 14,500 pieces of feedback from staff, volunteers and    
Supporter Groups during the 45-day consultation, we’re now making 514 compul-
sory redundancies and we’ve also accepted 782 voluntary redundancies. These 
will help us to save £100m to support our conservation work each year.  
 Following the wide-ranging consultation, a number of changes have been made 
to the original proposals, including retaining roles focused on helping children 
learn, keeping curation specialists across England, Wales and Northern Ireland, 
increasing buildings maintenance roles, and introducing new specialist roles for 
land use, soils and carbon reduction. There have also been changes in other areas 
covering marketing, retail, holidays, IT, legal and the let estate.  
 Despite retaining these roles, it’s with deep sadness that we still have to make 
any redundancies. This is a very painful time for so many organisations,            
businesses and communities. And we’re well aware that the Trust is only as 
strong as it is because of its people – our staff, volunteers and supporters. 
 However, in making these changes now, we’re confident we’ll be well-placed to 
face the challenges ahead, protecting the places that visitors love and nature 
needs, and ensuring our conservation work continues long into the future. 
In addition to staff redundancies, we’ve confirmed that we’ll save £41m from non
-pay budget cuts, including reducing travel and office costs. We’ve also already 
announced we’re stopping or deferring £124m of projects, and we’ve introduced 
a recruitment freeze to reduce our staff costs. To help us get through the short-
term impacts of the crisis we also drew on the Bank of England’s emergency  
coronavirus loan scheme and we’re grateful for support from some rescue and 
stimulus packages being offered by the government. 
 While the UK continues its fight to manage coronavirus and while government 
restrictions remain in place, we’ll continue to open as many places as possible. 
Already we’ve welcomed more than five million visitors to the places that we care 
for since we began reopening in May. 
 The places and things the National Trust cares for are needed now more than 
ever and will continue to play an important role as our nations recuperate and 
recover their spirit and wellbeing. Our focus will remain on the benefit we deliver 
to people, every day – bringing them closer to nature, beauty and history. We 
must now focus on emerging from this crisis in a strong position. 
 As a National Trust Supporter Group committee member, I wanted to ensure you 
received this news directly. Thank you for your ongoing support. 

Hilary McGrady, Director General 
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Spring 2021 Greetings from the Committee 

It seems more appropriate than ever at this time to truly wish everyone “A Happy 

New Year!” as we look forward to more normal and safer times, however near or 
far off they may be. So, as promised, here is our new Spring 2021 Newsletter and, 
as before, we hope it finds you, your families and friends keeping safe and well.  
 

The need for prudence and safety is still confining RNTA in limbo for the time be-
ing, and prospects for visits this coming summer seem rather doubtful. As we said 
in our interim November News Bulletin, we are aiming to restart fully in October, 
and all the meetings and talks for the autumn have been booked and confirmed. 
 

We shall of course keep you up to date before then with any further developments, 
especially via the excellent RNTA website. In the meantime, all of you, once again, 
have our best wishes and hopes that we all continue to keep safe and well.  
  

  

 IF YOU HAVEN’T ALREADY GIVEN YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS 
PLEASE LET US HAVE YOUR DETAILS 

It would enable us to make contact quickly if things change 
 

The Data Base 
   All personal information held by RNTA is held in a secure encrypted database. 
Member details will only be exchanged between committee members for neces-
sary administrative purposes and when done so, will always be in an encrypted 
file, even if only containing members names. 
   In addition, when we send an email to members please also be reassured that 
we use a software package so that each email will be individually addressed. This 
ensures that only you will see your email address in any email we send. 

Kate Tennant 
 

We have learnt the sad news that Kate has died from the cancer she’d been treat-

ed for over several years. Many will remember her always cheerful chat as the 
Shop Manager which she took over in 2007. 
 

   Kate made changes to the range of things sold and introduced the jigsaws and 
second hand books which acted as an exchange; people bringing them back for 
resale. Over the years she increased the revenue of the shop – not least through 
the raffles that became a regular feature. We will all miss her. 
 

   It was a real family involvement with both Malcolm and their son, Matt, giving us 

sterling work. Our thoughts are with them. 

The RNTA Committee  
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Membership News 

Introducing Adrian Futter, our new Membership Secretary 

As Adrian took on the position just before the great lockdown, he hasn’t had an  
opportunity to meet members in his new role so we’ve persuaded him to write 

something about himself. 
 

I was born and brought up in a small town in Lincolnshire which I left at the age of 

eighteen to study for an engineering degree at Imperial College in London. After 
graduation, I worked for almost 4 years in Coventry before moving to Rugby in 1976 
to work at GEC in Boughton Road. While I remained essentially in the  same job, the 
company changed name and owners several times (including Cegelec, Alstom & 
Converteam) until becoming GE a few years before I retired in 2015.  
 

 I have lived in Rugby for 44 years, in just two different houses, first in Hillmorton 
and now in Bilton.  
 

The most interesting period of my working life was in the 1980s when I spent     sev-
eral years working abroad in Brazil and Australia. The outcome of my period in Bra-
zil was that I met and married a local girl who came back to England with me to set 
up home in Rugby. Over the last 35 years I have visited Brazil about twenty times, 
both for work and to visit my wife’s family and as a result I speak Portuguese fairly 
fluently, if not very correctly. Sadly, after 30 years of marriage, I lost my wife to 
breast cancer in 2018. I have one daughter who is now 30 years old and lives in Lon-
don. 
 

In retirement I try to keep myself active. I’ve become a keen volunteer at both of 
the Myton Hospice shops in town and help there three times a week. At home I get 
a lot of pleasure from playing the piano (in this respect it may be as well that I live 
alone as others may not share this pleasure!).  
 

I have been a member of RNTA for only two years but when the committee were 
looking for a membership secretary I thought it was something that would interest 
me while making a small contribution to the running of the organization. My main 
duties involve keeping the membership database up to date with new members, 
with changes to details (address, email address, phone number etc.) and recording 
the payment of annual subscriptions. 

Adrian 
 

 

Currently we have a total membership of 283 of which 94% have paid 
for 2020/21. Inevitably we’ve had a few cancellations.  
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THE RUGBY NATIONAL TRUST ASSOCIATION 
 

Minutes of the 33rd Annual General Meeting held in the Dunchurch Village 

Hall on 16th January 2020 at 2.30pm  

  

George Brunavs, Vice Chair, took the chair and opened the meeting by welcoming 

80 Association  Members. George requested members to collect the spring 2020 

newsletters from the table in the entrance lobby before the AGM as they           

contained the agenda and summary of the accounts  

1.  Apologies had been received Dave and Sue Knapp, Audrey Carbury, Janice and 

John Snell.  

2.  Minutes of the 32nd Annual General Meeting were printed in the Autumn 

Newsletter and were not read out at this AGM. 

Isobel Palmer proposed that the minutes be approved, seconded by                         

Val Brunavs and George Brunavs signed them as a true record. 

3.  There were no Matters Arising  

4  Treasurer’s Report  

The Secretary, Anne Turner, on behalf of the Treasurer gave the following    
report: 

A summary of the Association’s accounts for 2018/19 is included in the Spring 
Newsletter. A more detailed income and expenditure account for the year is 
available on request. 
The net surplus for the year totalled £3,731, an increase of £1,012 on the      
previous year. This was achieved by various means, including combining the 
admission fee and refreshment charge at meetings and by increasing the funds 
raised through raffles, sales and recycling. There was also a 25% increase in 
attendance at meetings. 

Total income from the visits programme also increased quite significantly as a 
result of an increase in participation rates and a careful monitoring of costs by 
the trip organiser. 

Membership numbers continued to hold up well and we welcomed a number 
of new members to the Association during the year. 

As at the 30th September 2019 the total reserves of the Association stood at 
£8,514.75. This figure takes into account donations totalling £6,960 made     
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during the year to Canons Ashby, Farnborough Hall, Packwood House and 
Stoneywell Cottage. Further details can be found on the website 

In addition to keeping a careful watch on expenditure, the Committee will   
continue to consider other forms of fund raising and any ideas or suggestions 
that you may have are most welcome. On this basis the annual subscription 
rates of £10 for an individual and £15 for couples will remain the same for 
2020/21. 

If there are any questions or points that require clarification, I will respond to 
them on my return.  

Tony Birch proposed that the Treasurer’s report be approved,                                        

seconded by Rona Townsend   

5 Committee Report 

The Vice Chair gave the following committee report: 

We are very pleased to report another very successful year at the Rugby       
National Trust Association, with consistently high attendances at our talks,  
continuing healthy finances, and a gratifyingly steady influx of new members, 
to whom we extend our warmest welcome.  

Our talks continue to be very popular, highlights from 2019 being “The King 
under the Car Park”, “Discovering the Spirit of Place at Packwood”, “The History 
of the Willans Works in Rugby”, and “The English Civil War”. 

Many thanks go again to all involved in organising and participating in our 2019 
Summer visits, which as always were much enjoyed by everyone, as was the 
very good Christmas Lunch at Rockingham Castle. The new 2020 Spring News-
letter and our website have full details of next summer’s trips. 

We were especially pleased to be able to give substantial donations of £1000 to 
Packwood for new gardening equipment and £3500 to Canons Ashby for long 
overdue replacement chairs and tables for visitors. 

As this new year begins, we should like to give our warmest and heartfelt 
thanks to Pat Downton, who is standing down as our Membership Secretary, in 
which role she worked tirelessly, valiantly and efficiently for many years. 

Once again, we recommend everyone to use our excellent website, and to urge 
family and friends to visit it to be in touch with everything that is going on at 
Rugby National Trust, especially for any up-to-date news. Please always spread 
the word about us. 

And, as ever, any assistance from members to help with Committee work, in  
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whatever small way, is very welcome – please talk to any Committee member 
to find out more. 

Wishing everyone a Happy New Year and looking forward to an enjoyable and 
successful 2020 at RNTA. 

Brian Williamson proposed that the Committee report be approved,                                             

seconded by Karen Railton  

6 Election of Officers and Committee 

George Brunavs advised the membership, that for the election or re-election 
of the committee for 2020, some of the people standing for re-election have 
already served for a full 8 years. According to our constitution, after 8 years, in 
order to authorise their re-election, we require signatures from at least 10 of 
the main RNTA membership, in order to relax the constitution rule which 
specifies that people need to stand down for at least one year before being 
eligible for re-election. 

George was pleased to report that 10 members had signed the form, at the 
start of the AGM, in order to relax this clause for the year 2020. 

Therefore, the following members of the committee offered themselves for 
election or re-election and the following were proposed: 

     Chairman:              Vacant 

     Secretary:              Anne Turner 

     Treasurer:                         David Knapp 

     Membership Secretary:            Vacant 

     Dep. Mem. Secretary            Vacant 

     Bookings Secretary:  Pamela Southern 

     Visit Co-ordinator:  Pauline Springett 

     Web Editor:   Michael Turner 

     Publicity Officer:             Vacant 

     Newsletter Editor:                        Isobel Palmer  

     Sales Table:    Kate/Malcolm Tennant 

     Meetings Sec/Vice Chair : George Brunavs 

Martin Stammers proposed that the above members be elected to serve on the 

committee for the year 2020, seconded by Alastair Railton.  
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 7. Appointment of Independent Examiner 

 The Secretary, on behalf of the treasurer David Knapp advised that Ian Stimson, 
who was appointed as Independent Examiner for 2019, had agreed to examine 
the accounts again for 2020 

Michael Turner proposed that his appointment be approved,                                     

seconded by Kate Tennant 

8.  Subscriptions 

George Brunavs reiterated to the members present that subscriptions would    

remain unchanged for a further year. 

Michael Turner proposed that subscriptions remain as agreed,                                                 

seconded by Kate Tennant 

9 Any Other Business 

 George Brunavs, on behalf of the RNTA committee, proposed that from 2020  

onwards, membership of RNTA should be open to anyone, whether they are 

members of the main National Trust or not. George advised that the proposal  

will be further discussed and a vote held at an Extraordinary General Meeting to 

be held at the start of the scheduled meeting on 6th February 2020. Martin   

Stammers requested confirmation that this change is supported by the National 

Trust. Anne Turner confirmed that an email trail is available confirming this     

support.  

10 Date of the Next Annual General Meeting 

The 34th Annual General Meeting will be held on Thursday 21st January 2021          
at 2:30 pm at Dunchurch Village Hall. 

Editor’s Note 

The 34th AGM has been postponed and the current committee will continue in 

post until further notice. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 2019/20  

 

Despite it having been an increasingly difficult year for everyone involved, the     

accounts for 2019/20 show a net surplus for the year of £2,312.76, compared 
with a surplus of £3,731.68 for the previous year. Up until the curtailment of the 
talks programme in March it had been most encouraging to see a significant    
increase in attendance at both afternoon and evening meetings with an average 
of 80 at each meeting. In addition, membership numbers continued to hold up 
well and we welcomed a number of new members to the Association. The only 
visit that was possible during the year was the annual Christmas lunch at        
Rockingham Castle. The enforced cancellation of  the Summer programme of   
visits resulted in a loss of revenue of approximately  £1,500.  

As at 30th September 2020 the total financial reserves of the Association stood    
at £10,827.51, an increase of £2,312.76 on the previous year. However, no       
donations were made to local properties but it is anticipated that a number of 
donations will be made shortly. We will, of course, continue to keep you informed 
by means of the Newsletter and via our website  

www.rugbynationaltrust.org 

In these difficult and uncertain times your support is needed more than ever and 
we are most grateful for your continued membership, despite the fact that, for 
the time being at least, we are unable to provide you with our customary         
programme of talks and visits. 

It has been agreed by the Committee that the current subscription rates of £10 
for an individual and £15 for couples will remain the same for 2021/22. We sin-
cerely hope that ‘normal service’ will be resumed as soon as possible but, in the 
meantime, we will continue to pursue other areas of fund raising as appropriate. 
Any ideas or suggestions that you may have will be most welcome.  

Finally, thanks once again go to Ian Stimson for examining, and approving, the    

accounts and bank records of the Association. If any member would like a copy of 

the full Balance Sheet, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

David Knapp  

Honorary Treasurer 
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Summary of Accounts 2019/20 

       2018/19     2019/20 

      

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS 2,860.00 2,555.00 

LESS expenditure on meetings,     

          newsletters, etc 3,007.32 2,198.43 

      

Surplus for the year -147.32 356.57 

      

ADDITIONAL INCOME     

      

Trips and Visits 1,716.00 -144.16 

Sales Table/Raffles 248.00 218.00 

Raffles  174.00 158.25 

Admission to Meetings 1,562.00 1,391.00 

Bank Interest 6.00 4.10 

PC Recycling 54.00          23.08 

Donations 119.00 329.00 

   

      

Net surplus for the year 3,731.68 2,312.76 

Balance brought forward 11,743.07 8,514.75 

Donations to NT Projects 6,960.00      - 

   

Balance carried forward 8,514.75 10,827.51 
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Upton House during Covid-19 

The gardens have been open since June with one way flow and the highlight for 

me has been the Aster border – spectacular. With lockdown, there has only been 

Heather, the Head Gardener, working until recently so the annual bedding is      

absent but the view of the Mirror Pond is, as always, beautiful. Normally there are 

6  gardeners plus volunteers so you can imagine the impossibility of her workload.  

We have new opening hours and, as part of Covid-19 precautions, there are many 

changes. Only part of the house is open with a one way system to ensure social 

distancing. At present the Dining room and first floor are closed with the need to 

ensure safety and some paintings have been taken down. All have been removed  

in the Picture Gallery Passage but there are still wonderful paintings and the porce-

lain collection to see elsewhere. 

A bonus of the one way flow is that visitors leave the house through the cellars – 

part of the original Tudor building and they can see the large Safe Door installed in 

1940 when Viscount Bearsted moved his personal bank from London for the dura-

tion of the Second World War. Visitors can also see 

the original front door portico with Tudor roses 

carved in each upper quadrant. 

The most difficult task for our manager, Emily, is 

implementing the NT Reset Programme. The pan-

demic and resultant lockdown have severely cut 

the Trust’s income and the senior management has 

decided redundancies must be made. This is a very 

stressful and unpleasant duty to carry out. 

It has been a very positive experience to welcome 

visitors back to Upton. The opportunity to tell them 

about the house, its contents and history of the Bearsted family is very rewarding.  

Our visitors have all expressed delight in being able to see the house and collec-

tion. Many have said they want to come back again. 

Sadly, Upton closed again with lockdown 2 but we’re hoping that it will open again 

when we move out of tier 3. 

 

Barrie Bemand, Upton Volunteer 

Emily at Upton 
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Canons Ashby Newts-flash 
 

Behind the scenes, the garden team are working incredibly hard to get the garden 

looking splendid after this years’ lockdown, when we could no longer ask volun-
teers to come in and help. The majority of the volunteer team are now back prun-
ing, weeding and harvesting, as well as growing new plants for next year’s bedding. 
 Recently they had a very pleasant surprise in their growing and potting area: Great 
Crested Newts hiding under the seed trays! Although we had had occasional re-
ports of “dark lizards” in that area recently, no one had identified them before.  
There is a small pond nearby and plenty of insects to eat, as well as lots of shade 
and damp places to hide. We don’t use slug pellets or similar dangerous pesticides 
so they will have plenty of safe food to eat. We hope they’ll settle in and stay for a 
long time. 
 As well as newts, hedgehogs have 
moved in. There are little muddy 
hedgehog footprints and hedgehog 
poo although no live sightings yet. 
  During the pandemic the birds really 
thrived at Canons Ashby. Blackcaps, 
which normally keep away from      
humans, were found to be nesting 
right next to the path in the lower  
garden. In the annual bird box clean, 
in autumn, it was shown that many of our nest boxes were in use this year, inc-
luding my favourite - the recycled walking boot which was the home to a clutch of 
robins. The garden team clean out the next boxes annually to keep them free of 
fleas and mites: this means they are a hygienic and comfortable place for birds to 
shelter in the winter, if needed, and then to build a fresh nest for the breeding   

season. Hopefully we'll have plenty of little   
bird families next year too.  
 It’s lovely to be back sending you updates 
again. The majority of the team are now back 
on site and almost all parts of the site are now 
open with special precautions to keep the       
visitors and team safe. 
 All the information about what you can see at 
Canons Ashby, and how to book a ticket, can 
be found on our website 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/canons-ashby  
 

Helena Avery-Clarke 
Canons Ashby 

 

 

http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/canons-ashby
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Dipping in to our memories 

When Canons Ashby closed its doors in March, we volunteers were suddenly 

missing our regular trips there. Many of us turned our attention to projects of    
various types. This year we were celebrating the NT’s 125 year birthday and it was 
40 years since Canons Ashby was given to the NT both celebrations halted! 
 

Canons Ashby was to looking back over what had been achieved and the changes 
had taken place. As long serving room guides, the Dibbens and I had some 
knowledge to share: 
  

I turned my attention to writing up the activities of the Tudor Group in which a lot 
of past RNTA members participated. To get my information, I went back through 
old diaries; looked at negatives of photos I had lost and then had reproduced when 

shops opened 
again; and I 
made contact 
with many who 
had taken part. 
It was lovely 
hearing from 
people I hadn’t 
spoken to for 
years and ex-
changing mem-
ories. Ultimate-
ly, I had a solid 
report on the 
education of 
children at  
Canons Ashby.  
I had contribu-
tions from 

RNTA members Jean Dibben, Margaret Alderman and Aileen Membery, all in the 
photo taken when we invited the Association to be our guinea pigs! 
 

Reminiscing with Ted Pearson, brought memories of some lectures, put on by the 
WEA at Canons Ashby, he attended along with Heather and the Gibsons. It trans-
pired that Richard Dibben, on behalf of the WEA, had initiated them so both he and 
Ted have written up those recollections from both sides of their presentation. They 
will be submitted to Canons Ashby as part of the 40 year time line. 

Isobel Palmer  

 

April 2005 RNTA members—children again 
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LECTURE PROGRAMME AUTUMN 2021 
 

The Life and Work of Ernest Gimson 
Thursday 7 October 2021 

Dunchurch Village Hall  2.30pm 

Speaker:  Allan Tyler 
 

In his classic Pioneers of Modern Design, the eminent art historian Nikolaus Pevsner 
described Ernest Gimson as “the greatest of the English architect-designers”.     
Gimson is indeed now firmly 
established as one of the 
most influential designers   
of the Arts and Crafts   
Movement.  
Allan Tyler is from the 
Leicester National Trust   
Association and will present 
an illustrated talk about        
Gimson’s life and work.  
 
 

Mary Queen of Scots – the Captive Queen 1568-1587 

Wednesday 20 October 2021 

Dunchurch Village Hall  7.30pm 

Speaker:  David Templeman 
 

David Templeman, Elizabethan historian and National speaker, came to us a few 
years ago with his knowledgeable and inspiring two talks about the life of Mary  
Stuart in captivity in England, and he now returns to us with an updated and revised 
edition of this enthralling story, tied in with his recent book on the same subject.  
 

. Beguiled by Bridges 
Thursday 4 November 2021 

Dunchurch Village Hall  2.30pm 
Speaker:  Keith Holmes 

 
Keith has presented a number of his outstanding photographic essays to us in re-
cent years and, this time, he returns with a new and highly recommended talk, 
again compiled from his world-wide travels. 
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The Panama Canal (and more!) 

Wednesday 17 November 2021 

Dunchurch Village Hall  7.30pm 

Speaker:  Anthony Addams 
 

Why was the Panama Canal built? Why did the French fail? How did the Americans 
succeed? Anthony Addams (a member of Rugby NTA) gives an  illustrated talk on 
this and other canals. 
 
 

“Light Fantastic” – One Thousand Years of 

Stained Glass 

Thursday 2 December 2021 

Dunchurch Village Hall  2.30pm 

Speaker:  Keith Cattell 

 
Having given us excellent talks on “Victorian   

Architecture” and “English Castles” in previous 

years, Keith returns with another visually     

enthralling presentation. 

 

The Vasco Da Gama bridge over the Tagus near Lisbon  
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Adventures on the High Seas 
 

As we sailed out of Southampton on 3 January 2020 on our long awaited 99 day 

voyage around the world (or Western Circumnavigation) on board the P&O ship 
Arcadia, little did we realise what changes lay ahead for all of us.  
 

 For the first 6 weeks the itinerary progressed very much as planned with visits to 
Madeira, Barbados, Curacao, Guatemala, Mexico, California, Hawaii, Tahiti and 
New Zealand; the only cancellations being Samoa and Tonga due to a measles    
epidemic in that area of the Pacific. However, what was becoming increasingly  
apparent was the devastating impact that the spread of Covid-19 was having 
around the world.  By the time we reached Australia it was obvious that all     
scheduled destinations in China and the Far East were now out of the question but, 
in a hastily revised itinerary, additional ports of call were added in Australia which, 
for us at least, was a real bonus as we had never visited that part of the world be-
fore.  
 

 Departing from Fremantle on 11 March the plan was to pick up our original itiner-
ary visiting Sri Lanka, Dubai and Muscat and then on through the Suez Canal into 
the Mediterranean and home. However, this plan changed on an almost daily basis 
as one country after another closed it’s borders until the ship had no alternative 
but to turn full circle and head south towards South Africa where a refuelling stop 
in     Durban turned into a somewhat anxious 5 day wait at anchor offshore whilst 
the port authorities and government officials decided whether or not to allow us to 
dock. Eventually, and at considerable cost, agreement was reached and we were 
able to continue our journey around the southern tip of Africa towards Tenerife for 
another refuelling stop; this time at sea as ships were no longer being allowed to 
dock in any of the Canary Islands.  
 

 Eventually, after 31 days at sea, we arrived back at Southampton on 12 April as 
planned but, with full lockdown restrictions now in place, it was a very different 
country that we were returning to compared with the one we had left just over 
three months previously. The journey back to Rugby on a bank holiday Sunday 
along    almost deserted roads and motorways was, to say the least, quite eerie.  
 

 Looking back on a what was a marvellous trip, we consider ourselves extremely  
fortunate to have had the opportunity to visit some amazing places, to meet some 
lovely people and to have experienced some wonderful landscapes and wildlife. At 
the same time, and most importantly of all, everyone on board remained extreme-
ly well looked after and virus free. We would quite happily have remained on board 
for another 99 days in our own little bubble. 
 

David and Sue Knapp   
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Tony Birch 

Photos of the Month: Our Experiment in Social Gardening 

What was to be done during lockdown? Being confined to the home is frustrating: 

having a garden engenders hope, it arouses curiosity about other people and their 

gardens and, with a growing interest in nature and wildlife, we thought why not 

bring these things together and create a photo exchange.  

 A small pilot scheme was launched in which people active in their gardens would 

photograph whatever was of interest and send in for collation and monthly distribu-

tion as a small attractive portfolio by email. The initial response was positive. So we 

approached about 35 people and asked if they wished to participate. Only one re-

jected the idea. Some were keen to contribute photographs each month, others 

just wished to have some cheer brought into their lives through attractive pictures 

of gardens and wildlife, and a few of the younger participants hoped to learn some-

thing about gardening. 

 Early on, a former colleague who is an excellent bird photographer, offered to con-

tribute so we widened the scope of the project from plants to include wildlife. We 

regularly received excellent and varied photos, or, in one case the moors and coun-

try parks of Northumberland took the place of a personal garden.  

 Among the more unusual photos which have been shared were of the decorative 

green and yellow caterpillar of the large white butterfly, a rare hedgehog visitor and 

a mouse snapped inside a bird feeder. Regular observation produced many beauti-

ful plants, shrubs and insects. It has been a privilege to see inside some private   

garden paradises. 

 As well as British contributions, we have had some spectacular photos from New 

Zealand.   
Tony pruning a rose and Jill with 
her currant harvest 

Has our experiment been 

worthwhile? We ourselves 

have enjoyed and learned  

from the experience and it has brought friends, 

acquaintances and relations together with a common 

purpose in truly dark times. 
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Dates for your Diary in 2021 
 

Date Title Time   

7 Oct  Talk—The Life and Work of Ernest Gimson 2.30  pm   
 Speaker: Allan Tyler 

20 Oct  Talk—Mary Queen of Scots—the captive queen  7.30 pm 
 (new edition)       Speaker: David Templeman 

4 Nov  Talk—Beguiled by bridges - photographic essay 2.30 pm              
 Speaker: Keith Holmes  

17 Nov Talk—The Panama Canal and more 7.30 pm                                                
 Speaker: Anthony Addams 

2 Dec  Talk—Light Fantastic—1 thousand years of  2.30 pm 
 stained glass.              Speaker: Keith Cattell  
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